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REMARKS 

This response is intended as a full and complete response to the non-final Office 
Action mailed June 28. 2006. In the Office Action, the Examiner notes that claims 1-33 
are pending of which claims 1-11 and 21-33 are rejected and claims 12-20 are 
withdrawn from consideration. By this response. Applicants have amended claims 1 
and 21. 

in view of both the amendments presented above and the following discussion, 
Applicants submit that none of the claims now pending in the application are obvious 
under the provisions of 35 U.S,C. §103. 

It is to be understood that Applicants, by amending the claims, do not acquiesce 
to the Examiner's characterizations of the art of record or to Applicants' subject matter 
recited in the pending claims. Further. Applicants are not acquiescing to the Examiner's 
statements as to the applicability of the art of record to the pending claims by filing the 

instant response including amendments. 

PRIORITY 

In the Office Action, the Examiner notes that since none of the three applicants 
within the present application are a common inventor of either the continuation-in-part of 
U.S. Patent 6,408.437. the continuation of U.S. Patent 5,798,785. or the continuation-in- 
part of U.S. Application 07/991 .074. priority will not be granted for the specific 
application. 

DRAWINGS 

The drawings are objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
FIGS. 11a-11c, which occur on pages 6 and 7 of the specification, along with FIGS. 
12a-l2b, which occur on page 3 as described in the specification. 

The portions of the specification that referred to FIGS. 11a-11c and 12a-12b 
have been deleted in the Preliminary Amendment dated December 21 , 2001 Because 
these figures are not essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention, the 
figures and descriptions are not required. Thus, the objections to the drawings should 
be withdrawn. 
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REJECTIONS 

35 U.S.C. ^103 

Claims 1 and 21 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 and 21 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Balogh US Patent No. 5.493.677. filed June 8. 1994 (hereinatter 
Balogh) in view of Dudkiewicz US Patent No. 6.651.253 filed November 16. 2001 ; 
Provisional November 16, 2000 (hereinafter Dudkiewicz), Applicants respectfully 

traverse the rejection. 

The test under 36 U.S.C. §103 is not whether an improvement or a use set forth 
in a patent would have been obvious or non-obvious; rather the test is whether the 
claimed invention, rnn^iri^rpd as a whole , would have been obvious. Jones v. Hardv . 
110 USPQ 1021. 1024 (Fed. Cir, 1984) (emphasis added). Moreover, the invention as 
a whole is not restricted to the specific subject matter claimed, but also embraces its 
properties and the problem it solves, m re Wright. 6 USPQ 2d 1959. 1961 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) (emphasis added). The Balogh and Dudkiewicz references, alone or in 
combination, fall to teach or suggest Applicants' Invention as a wh oje. 

The Balogh reference teaches generation, archiving, and retrieval of digital 
images with evoked suggestion-set captions and natural language Interface. Digitized 
images are associated with English language captions and other data, collectively 
known as the metadata associated with the Images. A natural language processing 
database removes ambiguities from the metadata, and the images and the metadata 
are stored in databases. A user formulates a search query, and natural language 
processing is used to determine matches between the query and the stored metadata. 
Images con-esponding to the matches are then viewed, and desired Images are 
selected for licensing. The license terms for selected images are displayed, and a 
subset of the selected images are ordered as desired by the user. 

Balogh, however, fails to teach or suggest each and every rimitation of 
Applicants' invention of at least claim 1 . Namely. Balogh fails to teach or suggest at 
least the limitation of "metadata related to the available aggregated content from the 
plurality of media sources... wherein the suggestion database processor searches the 
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suggestion database, based on one or more search request criteria, to produce a list of 
keywords to be used to suggest content from the plurality of media sources." 
Applicants' daim 1 positively recites: 

1 An apparatus for suggesting available agaiegated content froM 
plnnairt ynf media sources m a digital communications network. 

^"'^"a'Sntent metadata crawler that searches metadata related to the 
:.v/aiiahlft aQoreaated n nntent f^m thA nt..ralitv of media sources and 
produces a metedata list, wherein the metadata list comprises a plurahty 
of metadata elements, and wherein each metadata element compnses 
one or more metadata fields; t^^^t^ 

a suggestion keyword indexer coupled to the content metadata 
crawler, wherein the suggestion keyword indexer receives the metadata 
list and indexes the metadata elements; ^,w]r,H«var 

a suggestion database coupled to the suggestion keyword Indexer 
that stores the indexed metadata elements; and ^x«^^.^ 

a suggestion database processor coupled to the content metadata 
crawler, the suggestion keyword Indexer and the suggestion keyword 
database, wherein the suggestion database processor searches the 
suggestion database, based on one or more search "^f ^"f^f"/®"^' ° 
produce a list of keywords to be used to suggest conten t from the plurality 

frf media sources . 

Specifically. Balogh does not teach suggest searching from numerous sources of 
content such as video, television, radio, audio, multimedia, computer software and 
electronic books. As disclosed on page 14. line 30 to page 15. line 20 of the present 
application, the present Invention provides searching for content containing criteria 
entered by a system user. A content search suggestion engine 304. in conjunction with 
the search engine server 350 will be able to suggest content to the user that is related in 
various ways, such as by category or theme. For example, if a user wishes to see 
programs about Titanic, the content search suggestion engine 304 may, In addition to 
suggesting programs about Titanic, suggest or Infomi the user of programs and other 
content such as electronic books about ships other than Titanic. Likewise, if the search 
criteria Include Johnny Weismuller. an actor who starred in Tarzan movies, the content 
search suggestion engine 304 might suggest programs and other content about Tarzan 
featuring someone other than Johnny Weismuller. Furthermore, the content search 
suggestion engine 304 may suggest programs for viewing based on past search criteria 
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entered by the user as well as information on content the user has actually downloaded. 
For example, if the search criteria includes Johnny Weismuller and the user has 
searched and/or downloaded numerous sports-related programming in the past, the 
content search suggestion engine 304 may suggest programming and other content 
including swimming competitions and sports history and biography programming as well 
as Tarzan movies and other content directly related to Johnny Weismuller such as the 
Jungle Patrol television series. If the user searched for and received Tarzan movies, the 
programming search suggestion engine 304 might suggest electronic books by Edgar 
Rice Burroughs. Such electronic books could then be downloaded to the user tenninal 
202 using the wide area network/Intranet 205 bypassing the aggregator 201. or could 
be complied at the aggregator 201 for delivery to the user terminal 202. 

The Dudkiewicz reference fails to bridge the substantial gap between the Balogh 
reference and Applicants' invention. The Dudkiewicz reference discloses interactive 
system and method for generating metadata for programming events. Metadata for a 
programming event may be generated through an interactive process. A system may 
receive data corresponding to a programming event. The data may include descriptive 
infomiation and timing information. The system may then generate preliminary 
metadata for the programming event from the received data. The system may provide 
the preliminary metadata to a system user, and then receive user specified metadata 
responsive to the preliminary metadata. The preliminary metadata may include one or 
more of categories of a classification hierarchy, goodness of fit scores associated with 
the categories, keywords, goodness of fit scores associated with the keywords, and a 
title. Related embodiments may pertain to a system implementing such methods. 

Nowhere In the Dudkiewicz reference Is there any teaching or suggestion of at 
least Applicants' claimed "metadata related to the available aggregated content from the 
plurality of media sources... wherein the suggestion database processor searches the 
suggestion database, based on one or more search request criteria, to produce a list of 
keywords to be used to suggest content from the plurality of media sources." 

Therefore. Balogh and Dudkiewicz. singly or in combination, fail to teach or 
suggest Applicants* invention of at least claim 1 as a whole. 
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As such, Applicants submit that independent claim 1 is not obvious and fully 
satisfies the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §103 and is patentable thereunder. Independent 
claim 21 recites relevant limitations similar to those recited in Independent claim 1 and. 
for at least the same reasons discussed above, independent claim 21 also satisfies the 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. §103 and is patentable thereunder. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner's rejection be 

withdrawn. 

r.laims 2^. 5-11 , and 26^33 

The Examiner has rejected claims 2-3, 5-11, 22-23, and 26-33 under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Balogh in view of Dudkiewlcz. as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Cappi US Patent Application No. 20020038308 filed May 
27, 1999 (hereinafter Cappi). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Claims 2-3, 5-1 1 , 22-23, and 26-33 depend directly or indirectly from 
independent claims 1 and 21 and recite additional limitations therefor. Since the 
rejection of the corresponding independent claims under 35 U.S.C. §103 has been 
overcome, as described hereinabove, and there is no argument set forth by the Office 
Action that any other additional references supply that which is missing from Balogh in 
view of Dudkiewicz to render the independent claims unpatentable, these grounds of 
rejection cannot be maintained. Accordingly, these dependent claims also are non- 
obvious and fully satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §1 03 and are patentable 
thereunder. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that \he Examiner's rejection be 

withdrawn. 

rtiaiin,.^ f 24. and 25 

The Examiner has rejected claims 4, 24, and 25 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Balogh in view of Dudkiewicz and further In view of Cappi and 
further in view of Karaali US Patent No. 6.182.028 filed November 7. 1997 (hereinafter 
"Karaair). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Claims 4, 24, and 25 depend directly or indirectly from independent claims 1 and 
21 and recite additional limitations therefor. Since the rejection of the corresponding 



480861-1 



PAGE13/14'RCVDAT»19l2006 4:09:39PM|EastemDayligMrirne]'SVR:USPTO{FXIV^^ 



Sap-19-2006 U:\Zpm Froni-Uosar, Patterson i Sheridan, LLP - NJ +17325309908 



T-136 P. 014/014 F-240 



Response 

Serial No. 09/921,057 
Page 14 

independent claims under 35 U.S.C. §103 has been overcome, as described 
hereinabo^/e. and there is no argument set forth by the Office Action that any other 
additional references supply that which is missing from Balogh in view of Dudkiewicz to 
render the independent claims unpatentable, these grounds of rejection cannot be 
maintained. Accordingly, these dependent claims also are non-obvious and fully satisfy 
the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §103 and are patentable thereunder. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner's rejection be 



Applicants believe all the claims are presently in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, both reconsideration of this application and its swift passage to issue are 
earnestly solicited. 

If. however, the Examiner believes that there are any unresolved issues requiring 
the issuance of an adveree finai action in any of the claims now pending in the 
application, it is requested that the Examiner telephone Eamon J. Wall. Esq. at (732) 
530-9404. so that appropriate an^ngements can be made for resolving such issues as 
expeditiously as possible. 



withdrawn. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 





Eamon J. Wall, Attorney 
Registration No. 39.414 
(732) 530-9404 



Patterson & Sheridan, LLP 
Attorneys at Law 

595 Shrewsbury Avenue. Suite 100 
Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702 
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